
February 2025 President’s Letter

Brr! It is very cold this morning as I am writing this letter to you. I am hoping for
warmer weather soon!

Next month begins our busy season with District 1 and State meetings. The
Symposium committee has been very busy making plans for our biennial
gathering. The speakers are all under contract, lots of vendors have committed to
coming, ads for the journal are selling well, several silent auction items have
been pledged, and half the tickets are sold. I do hope many of you will be able to
attend.
We will be voting for our favorite project in the GCA Founders Fund competition
at the February 25 th meeting. Please review the 3 candidates in your Winter
Bulletin and come ready to vote.

The slate of officers that were announced at the January meeting. The vote to
accept the slate will take place at our March meeting.

Hope to see you soon.
Maribeth



Member News:

Reminder: Annual Meeting 2025
Kay Perkins has graciously offered her home to host our
June meeting. The meeting will be held on June 17th .

Please mark your calendars as this is a change from the
date in the yearbook.



January Minutes



January Minutes (cont'd)



January Minutes (cont'd)



The Hort Committee Invites you:



Join TCGC for a Private Tour of the
2025 Philadelphia Flower Show

Thursday, March 6, 2025

The Talbot County Garden Club will continue its annual tradition of a visit to the
amazing Philadelphia Flower Show at the Philadelphia Convention Center. This
year’s theme “Gardens of Tomorrow” offers inspiration for creating a future where
gardening plays a central role in enriching our lives and promoting a healthy planet.
The Flower Show is globally renowned for its stunning floral displays, acres of
garden landscapes, premier plant and botanical arts competition, demonstrations,
and shopping at hundreds of garden-inspired booths.
This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know your fellow Club members. If you
have never been to the Flower Show and especially if you have been a member of
the Garden Club for less than five years, we encourage you to join us.
We have arranged an exclusive two-hour early morning private tour for the Club at
8:00am on Thursday, March 6. This guided tour will provide detailed information
about the show, the exhibits, and the designers that is not available with general
admission. This is an incredible opportunity to experience the show before the huge
crowds descend on the Convention Center.
Cost: The cost of admission to the show and the early morning guided tour is
$117.50. Checks should be made out to TCGC with “Flower Show” written on the
memo line. Send your check to TCGC, PO Box 1524, Easton MD 21601 by February
7, 2025.
Transportation: In the spirit of promoting a greener planet and providing an
opportunity to get to know your fellow club members better, we would like to
strongly encourage carpooling to Philadelphia. If you would like to get a ride or are
able to take passengers, you can contact Chloe Pitard at chloe@pitard.com. Chloe
will help you find a ride or put you together with someone who is driving.
Group Dinner: As she has done for many years, for those going up the night
before, Virginia Sappington will be putting together a group dinner at a local
restaurant. If you would like to be included, please let Virginia know.
Accommodations: You can arrange your own accommodations or reserve a room
at the Philadelphia Marriott Downtown at 1201 Market St which is attached to the
convention Center. Their phone is 215-625-2900. They do not offer a discounted
group rate.
It is a great show, a great tour, a great way to welcome spring, and a wonderful way
to bond with your fellow TCGC members. Please join us!

Philadelphia
Flower Show



Philadelphia Flower Show

 

Join DGC for a trip to 

 the Philadelphia Flower Show 
  Tuesday, March 4, 2025 

 
 

 This year’s theme is Gardens of Tomorrow. and you are invited to explore the future through the eyes of visionary 
designers, expert gardeners, and passionate green enthusiasts as they merge nature brilliance with human ingenuity 
alongside all the Flower Show elements you know and love, at the world’s biggest plant competition, 

• Unique shopping experiences, and activities for all ages 
• Hear what the most innovative plant experts from around the world think the future of gardening will be 

through their exhibits at our “Know to Grow speaker series”  
• You will be on your own to explore the show and for meals. 

• Visit the Website for more information: https://phsonline.org/the-flower-show/about-the-show/gardens-of-
tomorrow 

 March 4, 2025 
Cost: $150 includes bus and entrance ticket(does not include any food) 

 
 Departure           8:45 am Cambridge –Good Will parking lot - Cambridge Marketplace Blvd 

                               9:00am  Departure at Easton Fire hall – 315 Leobard Reick Dr, Easton, MD 

  Arrival Time   12Noon - Philadelphia Garden Show 

                               4:00pm  Departure from Phila Garden Show TBD 

                               6:45pm  -Easton Fire Hall -  315 Leobard Reick Dr, Easton, MD   

                               7:15pm - Cambridge - Cambridge Marketplace Blvd 

 Send this registration and check to:                                                         Dorchester Garden Club/Phila Show 

                                                 PO Box 1005 

                                                                   Cambridge, MD 21613 

 

Name of guests   1.……………………………………………………………………  phone………………………….. 
 

                             2.………………………………………………………………………  phone………………………….. 

Please send check made out to Dorchester Garden Club / DGC   (for Philadelphia Garden Show) 

RSVP Date Feb 1 - Kay.karminski@gmail.com 410-967-5632 

Payment Cutoff Date Feb 22  

For anyone who would rather not do an overnight, Dorchester Garden Club
has kindly invited to join them for their day trip to the Phili Flower Show on
Tuesday, March 4. TCGC has scheduled our trip for Thursday, March 6. If for
some reason you are not able to go with our TCGC Group, you might want to
consider going with the DGC. Their bus is making a stop in Easton.



The Hort Committee Invites you:



It's Symposium Time!



(cont'd)



(cont'd)

Note: these links are not "live." Please copy and paste in your browser.



Think Geraniums!

It's that time of year to start thinking about
your spring and summer planters! We are
excitied to announce that we have a limited
stock of geraniums for purchase online to be
picked up at the Symposium. These
exclusive beauties, priced at $25 for a 12"
pot, come directly from Landcraft Growers
and are grown exclusively for our Club.
Don't miss out on this unique opportunity!
Appleblossom Geranium in 12" green pots.

https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt

https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt
https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt
https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt
https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt
https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt
https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt
https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt
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https://buy.stripe.com/6oE5o9cIpeGa8Tu5kt


(click here to view brochure)

Below is the brochure for our tour of gardens and estates, public and private in the Hudson
River Valley, organized by Cole Burrell. The format is that we will drive independently to
our first stop in Tarrytown, New York. After that we will travel by bus, wending our way up
the river ending at Storm King Sculpture Center. The bus will deliver us back to Tarrytown
at the end. Read it carefully…there are lots of great stops. There may be some extra
tweaking: we have room for one more garden, but that will not change anything.
Please let me know as soon as possible if you are interested even if you are not ready to
send in a deposit. This tour needs to have 14 people. If there are not enough of us, I will
need to look elsewhere to fill it up as we did with the Charlottesville tour last spring.
~ Chloe (chloe.l.pitard@gmail.com)

Ready for a Road Trip?!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1on0K7hLaKcBjDyfdtbUhKVsPXFoY_1Kv/view?usp=drive_link


From the Conservation Corner:

HOW TO PREPARE YOUR HOME FOR VACATION – AN ECO-FRIENDLY GUIDE

As your much-anticipated vacation approaches, it’s important to think about how to
leave your home in a way that supports environmental conservation. Here are some
simple tips to prepare your home for vacation while being kind to the planet.

1. Adjust Your Thermostat: Set your thermostat to an energy-saving temperature.
Turn the thermostat down to the ’50s in the winter (warm enough to prevent pipes
from freezing), or up to the mid-’70s during the summer.

2. Unplug Everything: Before you leave, unplug all electronics that won’t be in use,
like your toaster, chargers, computers and entertainment systems. This step not only
saves energy but also protects your devices from power surges.

3. Take Care of Your Plants and Yard: Mow the lawn and tend to any outdoor plants
before you leave. Ask a friend to water your indoor and outdoor plants or invest in
plant nannies or an irrigation system respectively.

4. Stop Mail and Newspaper Delivery: Put a hold on mail delivery services while you’re
away. This link will take you to the USPS website. You can usually put a “vacation
stop” on your newspaper delivery on the publisher’s website. Alternatively, arrange
for a neighbor or friend to collect your mail and packages to prevent signs of an
empty house (which can attract unwanted attention).

5. Secure Your Windows and Doors: Ensuring your windows and doors are properly
secured can help avoid any unplanned energy waste. If you have blinds or curtains,
close them to help insulate your home, which can reduce your energy costs.

6. Turn Off Water and Check for Leaks: If you’re going away for an extended period,
consider turning off the main water supply to avoid any leaks or potential water
damage. Check for leaks before you leave to conserve water and avoid dealing with
issues when you return.

7. Clean Up Before You Go: Before you pack your bags, do a quick tidy-up around the
house. Clean out the fridge of perishables, do the dishes, and make sure your
washer and dryer are empty so you are not leaving wet clothes that might become
musty after a while.

8. Take Out the Trash: Don’t leave food scraps in your trash cans. Take out any
garbage, especially food waste, to minimize the risk of attracting pests while you’re
away. Composting any organic waste left behind is also a great eco-friendly option.

HAPPY TRAVELS!

https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=HOLDMAIL&appURL=https%3A%2F%2Fholdmail.usps.com%2Fholdmail%2F


https://www.gcamerica.org/members:calendar/ereventdetails/id/537


You are invited:

TCGC Members – You are all invited to attend the
96th FGCMD Annual Meeting on March 25, 2025,

at Turf Valley Resort in Ellicott City.

Wewill be celebrating and thanking our own Susie Middleton,
FGCMD President, as she ends her two-year term. Susie has set a high
standard with all the innovations that she introduced in leading the
organization. She has worked tirelessly for the State, Districts and Clubs,
visiting as many as she could during her time in office. She has worked very
hard to strengthen the sense of membership belonging at all levels. Susie’s
theme as FGCMD President, “Sustaining Mother Earth….One Action at a
Time”, has led to clubs and members to be more conscious of our environment.
Her State Project, “Sustaining Maryland – Grants for Garden Clubs”, has
provided funds to assist clubs in sustainability. So please come and join me in
attending the FGCMD Annual Meeting to thank Susie Middleton for her
efforts!
~ Maribeth

Important Information
~ Cost: $52 Please send your check to Maribeth Lane - checks MUST be sent by

March 3.
(mailto: 115 S. Harrison Street, Easton 21601)

~ Make Checks payable to FGCMD, note in memo line- FGCMD Annual Meeting
~ When replying to Maribeth, please indicate if you are Gluten Free

For more information on the Annual Meeting, please see next page.



(Cont'd:)



8:00 to 8:45 Registration & Refreshments
8:45 to 9:00 Welcome

9:00 AM - 9:50 AM
Ecological Landscaping for a Climate Resistant Watershed
Stacy Small-Lorenz, Specialist for Residential Landscape, UMD Extension
Learn about Maryland's climate forecast and delve into practical steps we can take as individuals and neighborhoods to
become better stewards of the land, water, and atmosphere, in a shared quest for climate-resilient, sustainable
landscapes that support native biodiversity and enhance our human connection to nature.

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Beauty, Biodiversity and Resilience
Lisa Kuder, Native Plants & Landscape Specialist, UMD Extension
Explore naturalistic design and how to select native plants that can tolerate deer pressure, as well as a range of
environmental conditions such as drought, flooding, and salt intrusion. Try your hand at applying what you've learned
in a group garden design project.

11:10 AM - 12:00 PM
Protecting Pollinators and Beneficial Insects Amid Climate Change
Madeline Potter, Specialist for Entomology & IPM, UMD Extension
Connect the dots between Climate Change, native plants, pollinators, and beneficial insects while hearing actionable
advice for gardeners. From habitat creation to learning about fascinating insect-plant relationships, discover how your
greenspace can become a refuge for biodiversity.

April 24, 2025 - 8 am to 12 noon
Vollmer Center at Cylburn Arboretum

 Baltimore, MD

Native plant sale by 
Herring Run Nursery

Several conservation organizations
will have exhibits with information
about their activities and missions,

with staff members available to
answer questions.

 
“Approved Maryland Master Naturalist & 

Master Gardener Advanced Training Event” 
 

MAIL-IN REGISTRATION FORM 

Name: ___________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________

$30 Registration. Please make checks payable to: FGCMD 
Earth Day Event

Mail this registration form and payment to:
FGCMD, PO Box 65172, Baltimore, MD 21209

 

Pre-registration is required & must be 
received by Friday, April 18 

Note: Fees are non-refundable

Eventbrite online Registration
$33.85 includes $3.85 processing fee

Federated Garden Clubs of MD:



Federated Garden Clubs of MD:



(Cont'd):



(Cont'd):



Federated Garden Clubs of MD:

(click here for registration information)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11ovbVCMrJyKYvM4fTLxf03PeZ-jlLG_dLF7a-lGP49g/edit?usp=drive_link


(click here to read full edition)



Dear G
abby..

..

"Dear Gabby Gardener,"
This column is a community information column for our Club. It will include plant

questions, swaps or anything else garden related. Examples:
~ I'm dividing my Black Eyed Susans, anybody want some? or
~ My peonies are in full bloom, come see them on Sunday? or
~ I've got 10 pairs of clippers I'm selling. Anybody interested? or
~ Anybody have suggestions for what to plant in an area that floods in my yard?

Please submit anything by the 20th of the month.

After the flowers have faded, cut off the stems
to within an inch of the top of the bulb. If you
grew the bulb in water rather than soil, transfer
it to a pot filled with moist growing mix
(making sure the top 1/3 of the bulb is
exposed). Put the pot in a bright window and
continue watering as needed, keeping the soil
barely moist. Fertilize monthly, using a standard liquid houseplant
fertilizer.

When spring arrives and the weather has settled (several weeks after
any danger of frost has passed), put the potted bulb outdoors in a
partially shaded location where it will be protected from the wind and
won't get too wet. Continue to care for your amaryllis as you would a
houseplant, watering and fertilizing as needed.

When fall approaches (well before any danger of frost), bring the
potted bulb indoors. Put it in a cool, relatively dark place (garage or
basement) and stop watering. This will tell the bulb that it’s time to rest
and initiate flower formation. After 6 to 12 weeks, gently remove the
bulb from the pot and pull off any dry leaves. Replant the bulb in fresh
potting soil and care for it as you would a newly purchased bulb.

What do I do with My
Amaryllis Bulb...



Member News:

Log on!
2nd Reminder!



Blossoms and Blooms Deadline: The 20th for the following month's issue.
Please submit photos and articles to: newsletteroftcgc@gmail.com

Taken any fun photos of our members at work or play?
Submit them for our next edition!

THE END

Follow TCGC on Facebook!

To get instant updates on TCGC activities – news of coming events and photos
from events of the day – log on to our Facebook page. You can find us by
searching for TALBOT COUNTY GARDEN CLUB.


