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Enriching the Natural Beauty of Talbot County
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( T H E  C L U B ’ S  1 0 4 T H  Y E A R )

In 2021 the Covid virus played a signifi cant role in how 
the Talbot County Garden Club conducted activities, but we 
successfully soldiered on. Ever mindful of the need to keep our 
members safe, we met virtually throughout the winter months. 
Come spring as vaccinations became available, we stepped outside 
to gather more oft en and with greater appreciation for long-
unseen friends. Th rough the end of the year, vaccinated and 
boosted, we savored our ability to meet in person. As a Club of 
dedicated, community-minded gardeners and fl ower lovers, we 
have confronted the challenges posed by the global pandemic 
with fl exibility and creativity, and have continued to focus on 
those we love and what we love to do. Together, we have not 
wavered from our goal as garden club members to make our 
Talbot County community environmentally exceptional... 
garden by garden, project by project!

Carolyn Rugg
2021-2023 President

C o v e r  P h o t o :  B e s t  i n  S h o w ,  S p r i n g  G a r d e n  P h o t o g r a p h y  F l o w e r  S h o w ,  R e b e c c a  G a f f n e y



Virtual Speaker Programs

JANUARY 26: KEN DRUSE, well-known author and horticulturalist, transported his audience to his 
beautiful island garden in northwestern New Jersey. He shared photos of his shade-loving plants, from 
ground covers to favorite perennials to towering trees. His collection of variegated plants of all types may 
have convinced some who tend to garden with solid green leaves to try his suggested beauties. Among 
diff erent garden areas, one stood out: his Cousins Garden, with native species on one side of a path and 
their “cousin” species on the other – plants of an analogous species from other areas of the world, 
e.g., Native ginger (Asarum canadense) paired with European ginger (Asarum europaeum).

FEBRUARY 23: 
ERIC GROFT, 
FASLA, Principal of 
Oehme, van Sweden 
Landscape Architects, 
told us matter-of-fact-
ly, “Gardens should 
look good four sea-
sons of the year.” To 
prove the point, he 
regaled us with spec-
tacular year-round 
photos and descrip-
tions of his various 
residential and public works projects on the Eastern Shore and throughout the world. OvS pioneered 
sustainable landscape design practices and remains a leader of the ”New American Garden” philosophy 
that emphasizes the use of native plants.

MARCH 24: 
KATHLEEN BIGGINS 
AND HER ASSOCIATE 
DR. JOAN H. SCHILLER 
delivered an important 
science-based overview 
of climate change – the 
realities, impacts and 
hopes for addressing it – 
as part of their C-Change 
Conversation.
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PRESENTING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FREE TO THE PUBLIC
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MARCH SPRING MEETING Hostess Sally Akridge welcomed President Chloe Pitard. Speaker: Suzanne 
Pittenger-Slear of Environmental Concern, Inc. Attendees: Semi-outdoors and riveted by the speaker’s presentation. 

In-Person Meetings

OCTOBER MEETING Nicole Juday Rhodes, the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Director of 
Engagement, shared a fascinating story of how 

Philadelphia came to be called “America’s Garden 
Capital.” She covered the history of the plain early 
Quaker gardens and the more fl amboyant DuPont 

gardens… leading up to the more than 30 public gardens, 
arboreta and green spaces still located within 30 miles of 

that city, which is noted for its annual fl ower show.

Thank you, Nicki Schwab, for 
hosting our traditional Spring 
Luncheon with 60 eager 
members in attendance! Con-
gratulations to Alden Firth on 
receiving an award from 
Federated Garden Clubs of 
Maryland for creation of yet 
another perfect Yearbook!

Our relaxed Fall Business 
Meeting and Luncheon took 
place in person under sum-
mery skies, surrounded by 

nature. Hostess with the 
mostest Christie Hamilton 

welcomed guests.

SEPTEMBER LUNCHEONJUNE ANNUAL MEETING &  LUNCHEON
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Horticulture/Conservation Activities

“SPICE UP YOUR GARDEN WITH HERBS” TOUR
Thirteen TCGC members and two guests enjoyed a Horticulture 
Committee trip to Pickering Creek Audubon Center’s Herb Garden in 
September. Hostess Marie Davis, President of the Chesapeake Herb 
Society, told the history of the herb group and the garden, which was 
incredibly beautiful and bountiful at that time. On tour, Marie 
encouraged her guests to take both clippings and seeds that can 
reappear in the community as Pickering Herbs next growing season.

“LASAGNA GARDENING WITH BULBS” WORKSHOP
Trish Reynolds reprised her popular “Lasagna Gardening” workshop sharing 

the art of planting spring bulbs in containers, with bulbs layered atop one 
another, from largest to smallest. Daff odils, tulips, crocuses, Dutch irises, 

grape hyacinths and anemones promise to burst forth and delight us 
next spring!

TID BITS - 
TCGC’s NEW 

WEEKLY 
HORTICULTURE/ 
CONSERVATION 

COMMUNIQUE

CAN YOU DIG IT?- 
TCGC’s TRIANNUAL 

HORTICULTURE/CONSERVATION PUBLICATION
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TCGC in Service to the Community
EASTON BEAUTIFICATION DAY & ONGOING MAINTENANCE OF TOWN GARDENS

HISTORICAL SOCIETY GARDEN

ALICE D. HUXLEY HERB GARDEN IN 
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY GARDEN

At work in the garden: Lin Moeller, 
Sarah Walker, Ann Ashby

Inspiring Plein Air Artists 
and Other Visitors
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TCGC in Service to the Community
EASTON BEAUTIFICATION DAY & ONGOING MAINTENANCE OF TOWN GARDENS

TALBOT COUNTY FREE LIBRARY, EASTON 
Cordy and Luther Tucker in Spring... and the 

Committee renovating beds in October ahead of 
the 50th Anniversary Waterfowl Festival!

FRANCES PLATE MEMORIAL CHILDREN’S GARDEN, IDLEWILD PARK
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FIVE CORNERS GARDEN, IDLEWILD PARK 
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TCGC’s fl oral arrangers shared their talents 
and ensured that Talbot Hospice patients, 
caregivers and visitors had beautiful fl owers 
to boost their spirits all year long, and most 
especially for ...
Valentine’s Day
St. Patrick’s Day
Easter
Mother’s Day
Autumn - Staff  of Shore United Bank created 
several charming Thanksgiving arrangements 
that were added to the ones created by our 
members.
Thanksgiving
Christmas

TCGC in Service to the Community
EMBRACING TALBOT HOSPICE

HOLIDAY FLORAL DONATIONS

HOSPICE HEALING GARDEN 
In Spring, the Hospice/Child Loss Support 

Group’s Healing Garden on the Oxford Road 
saw daff odil and allium bulbs that we planted 

last fall joyously reach for the sky! 
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A Sunday STAR DEMOCRAT recognized TCGC’s Young 
Gardeners. The youngsters made ornaments of natural 
materials to decorate their tree, which was then made 
available for purchase at Talbot Hospice’s “Festival of Trees” 
fundraiser. Assisting in the venture were Lynn Champion, 
Myra Gons, Nancy Laplante, Gretta McDonald, Nicki Schwab, 
Marian Sieke and Cordy Tucker.

TCGC in Service to the Community
SHARING OUR ENVIRONMENTAL PASSION WITH THE NEXT GENERATION

YOUNG GARDENERS CLUB MEETINGS

Young Gardeners meet at the Talbot County Free Library (Easton) for monthly environmental programs, sponsored by 
the Talbot County Garden Club. Presenting on October 14: Bryan Gomes of the non-profi t CleanShare H2O (Annapolis) 
who read The Lorax and led students (grades 1-4) in creating Nature Journals. Young Gardeners Committee Member 
Marian Sieke assisted under the leadership of TCGC Young Gardeners Committee Chair Cordy Tucker.

YOUNG GARDENERS CREATE ORNAMENTS FOR HOSPICE’S FESTIVAL OF TREES
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TCGC in Service to the Community

T A L B O T  C O U N T Y  G A R D E N  C L U B  2 0 2 1  I N  R E V I E W

DECORATING GREENS TO BOOST THE TOWN’S (AND OUR OWN) HOLIDAY SPIRITS

WREATH-MAKING DAY - COURTHOUSE TEAM
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EASTON UTILITIES TEAM

SHORE UNITED BANK TEAM
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THE FIREHOUSE
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TALBOT 
COUNTY 

LIBRARIES
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BOWS & RIBBONS
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TCGC in Service to the Community
CREATING 135 TABLETOP ARRANGEMENTS FOR MEALS ON WHEELS CLIENTS

MEALS ON WHEELS TEAM
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HOSPITALITY TEAM
A BIG THANK YOU to the ladies who 

graciously served up the “frosting” on our fun 
Wreath-Making Day. Cheers to their soups, 
savories and yummy desserts! Ann Cooper, 

Eleanor Denegre, Maxine Millar
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Welcome, New Members!

Madeleine CohenLynn Champion Myra Gons Gretta McDonald Dana VlkColleen Doremus

EVFEV D Custodidiana VinVinceent Barnnett, 
Carrrarolyn RRRuugugg.
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Virtual Flower Show
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Virtual Flower Show

T A L B O T  C O U N T Y  G A R D E N  C L U B  2 0 2 1  I N  R E V I E W 1 1



T A L B O T  C O U N T Y  G A R D E N  C L U B  2 0 2 1  I N  R E V I E W

Recognition
GCA SUMMER, FALL & WINTER BULLETINS

Our members also 
visited 
CHANTICLEER & 
STONELEIGH 
GARDENS in
Pennsylvania.

PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW 
Among several members who made 

this year’s trip were Joan Crowley, 
Peg Keller and Virginia Sappington, 

with guest.

FGCOMD NOVEMBER GARDENEWS 
& GARDEN BASKET

Milestones & Adventures
IN MEMORIAM

Betty Fleming
Priscilla Thut
Julia Schen

Sally Vermilion



CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP
Caroline Benson & Virginia Sappington

1 2

NAMED HONORARY MEMBERS
Nan Peterson & Ellen Rajacich

As a follow-up to the C-Change 
primer presentation, Talbot 
County GC members (from left ) 
Meg van den Berg, Paige Con-
nelly, and Maribeth Lane visited 
local provider Easton Utilities to 
share climate-change insights. 
Photo by Rita Mhley



Upcoming Events
TALBOT COUNTY TOUR, MARYLAND HOUSE & GARDEN PILGRIMAGE: MAY 7, 2022

TALBOT SPY STAR DEMOCRAT
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Laura Carney

Madeleine Cohen

Joey Frankos

Rebecca Gaff ney

Marsie Hawkinson

Pam Keeton

Maribeth Lane

Nancy Laplante
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E A S T O N ,  M A R Y L A N D  2 1 6 0 1 - 1 5 2 4
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F A C E B O O K . C O M / T A L B O T C O U N T Y G A R D E N C L U B

T A L B O T  C O U N T Y  G A R D E N  C L U B  I S  A  M E M B E R  O F :

G A R D E N  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A ,  Z o n e  V I

N A T I O N A L  G A R D E N  C L U B S ,  I N C .
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F e d e r a t e d  G a r d e n  C l u b s  o f  M a r y l a n d ,  I n c . ,  D i s t r i c t  1

 
PHOTO CREDITS

Gretta McDonald

Rita Mhley

Rita Osgood

Chloe Pitard

Trish Reynolds

Sara Robins

Cordy Tucker

Virginia Sappington


