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 On a recent trip to the Denver Botanical Garden, I noticed some beautiful and natural 
techniques to support perennials, vines and shrubs. In the mid- to late summer, many of 
our favorite plants begin to look a bit tired. We can deadhead the blooms to extend their 
season. but too often the stems supporting them are taller and weaker. By installing 
support early in the season, we can extend their beauty throughout the hot summer 
months. We can create natural supports in multiple shapes and sizes. 

Willow wigwams 
are traditionally 
used to support 
sweet peas and 
beans. In a mixed 
border or in a 
container, they 
can support 
Mandevilla, 
Clematis or be 
used as an accent 
by themselves. 
You can forage 

through your garden or a friend’s and find long sticks of willow as the main form and add 
whippy lengths wound round them. They last four seasons before they need to be 
replaced. 

Another creative support used in the 
Denver Botanical Garden was the cage 
created with bamboo in some cases and 
willow in others. The photo at right 
shows a peony, past bloom but still 
gorgeous. It is held together in a dome-
shaped natural support that accents the 
leaves and growth habit. 

One other idea I’d love to share (far right) 
is actually a tree supporting a creative 
container. A twist on support.  
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